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TN I RSO DU C il T ORI

event. The Chair of the Ukrainian Studies Foundation will present to the.
‘Thomas Fisher Rare Books Library the Millennium Collection of Old
Uksainian books,
recently held in the New York library of the late Paul M. Fekula. This gift and
transfer marks the latest, but perhaps not the last, stopping point in the long
pilgrimage that these books have made over the last several centurics.
What i

TODAY we have all come to witness an important and a very meaningful

liturgical text. These books are a microcosmic mirror of Ukrainian life of the
seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries. Letus listen to the pious voice of one of
the previous owners of the Liturgiarium (L'Viv, 1712) [No. 6]

pi
servant of God, Theodore surnamed Zhul. - . . with his wife, Maria, and his children,

thes

18 zlotys under the administration of the Gracious Lord Francis Cetnar,[ttular] Paltine of
Smolensk, in memory of the holy Father Basil,pricst who lived at Ostiv [in Galicia] long
hi

and mother,
» [19th, new style] A.p. 1717. the.
sinful Theodore, and my wife, Maria, and other relatives who arc long dead. Amen.
‘memory of the servant of God, Theodore sumamed Nykoliak, and his wife,
Ann. 1733. With their daughter, Barbara

This injunction quickly draws us into the world of the cighteenth-century
Ukrainian villager. For him, the Liturgiarium was not simply a book, but an
account -g,ams: ‘which prayers would be drawn for the well-being of his ancestors
and living family. The author of this proscription belicved in the inviolability and
.mmumbuuy of his religious world. Yet the one lesson which the marginalia and

cultural and political institutions. A number of books in this collection [Nos.
12 and 21] were formerly housed in the library of St. Michael's Gold-Domed
Monastery in Kiev, razed on Stalin’s orders during the 1930s. Still others,



formerly in the collections of Eastern Catholic monasteries in Volhynia and

Belorussia, were also the victims of anti-religious campaigns and the vagaries

of political cum religious changes in castern Europe. Yet, if the institutions which

housed these artifacts no longer xist, the books themselves continue o bear
. cultural, Uks d

the early modern period.

The catalogue you have before you reproduces some of the more important
examples of the graphics of the old Ukrainian (Ruthenian) Cyrillic book. Among
the more striking examples are the crucifixion of Christ found in the Holy Gospel
(Kiev, 1759) [No. 13] and the remarkable title-page of the New Testament
(Kiev, 1732) [No. 9] by A. Kozachkovskii. My librarian-cataloger collcagues
will be pleased to note that the books also contain evidence of the classification
system of old Ukrainian libraries as well as biographical information on historical
‘personages of the seventeenth century [No. 1. One of the books in this collection
[No. 4] gives a rather lengthy listing of celestial cvents such as comets and
lunar eclipses; still others [No. 7] provide a register of the cost of horseshoes!
A profanation of these essentially sacral texts? No! An intensely human and
humane co-cxistence of the sacred and the secular.

1 have thus far spoken of the books that are before us and they are justifiably at
the center of our- However, books ly par
of what was a vastly larger convoy of books, journals, manuscripts, and material
objects. They belonged to a rather strange and wonderful man who left us more
than two years ago. I should like to say a bit more both of the Fekula collection as
a whol, as well as of Paul M. Fekula himself.

The Fekula collection was the most important and certainly among the largest

i i i Inthe
richness and diversity of its materials,its only rival in North America i the library
in Winnipeg of the late Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolitan liarion Ohienko. But
Fekula's collection is especially notable for its holdings of old Cyrillic printed
books and ‘which the Ukraini i
Collection occupy an important number. Thus, while certain materials in the
Fekula collection can be duplicated in other collections outside the Soviet Union,
the old Cyrillic d printed book
which is sui generis. Academician Serhii Maslov taught us already in the twenties
that the term “duplicate” cannot be applied to an old printed book. Therefore, with
this purchase the Thomas Fisher Library has entered the ranks of the leading
collections of old Ukrainian (Ruthenian) books in the West.

But we would hardly be here today were it not for Paul Fekula. What of the man
who created this collection? He was born in Edmonton in 1905 into a priestly
family, his father having immigrated to Canada from Eosic, a small village near
Gorlice in the old Austrian province of Galicia, now in south-central Poland. From




western Canada, the Fekulas moved at the beginning of this century (o western
Pennsylvania and then to New York City. Paul's father, Archpriest Michacl
Gregory Fekula, served in various parishes of the Russian Orthodox Greek
Catholic Church in the United States, then popularly called the Metropolia and
now the Orthodox Church in Ameri

Despite the fact that the Fekulas emigrated from an arca that constitutes
Ukrainian entholinguistic territory (Lemkivshchyna, or the Lemko land), Paul
identified solcly and completely with the Russian nationality and the Russian
Orthodox Church. In heated conversations he would always refer to himself as a
maloros. Morcover, the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of which for many years he
was a part embraced many others of a like mind. He did not deny the existence of
the Ukrainian nation; he simply denied its relevance to him.

Paul was a person of great energy and talent in many arcas. During his youth in
Pitsburgh and New York, he was drawn to ecclesiastical music, and his parents
enrolled him into the choir organized in New York City by the imperial Russian
ambassador, George Bakhmeteff. Slavonic liturgical music was one of Paul’s
lifelong passions. I remember driving in a car with him through New York City,
when he decided to give a Harvard colleague and me an impromptu rendition of
some of the liturgical music of the Russian Orthodox church. Even in his late
seventies, his voice was strong and resonant. The stare of the other motorists
testified to that!

‘After completing his primary education, Paul received a scholarship from the
Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs and he was admitted to Harvard College. After
three years of study, he was awarded a B.A. magna cum laude, having written his
baccalaureate thesis on Soviet cconomic growth. Paul was a very proud man and
loved to show this thesis, as well as some of his other writings—on the icons of
Kara-Djame and on the religious situation in Soviet Russia—to the academics

i Paul’s intelligence, diligence.

to serve him well. n the course of his long and active life, he was rewarded with
‘many important positions in the world of busincss. At various points in his carcer
he served as a financial analyst, corporate treasurer, and at the time of his
retirement, as corporate treasurer of the Caracas Oil Company.

Paul never married. His public life was thercfore centered on his community
activity and his career. Closcly related to his community activity was his
enthusiastic collectioneering of printed books and manuscripts. He began his

i i by the fall of 1937,
on the occasion of @ convention of the Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs in
Boston, he was able to stage an impressive exhibition of Russian manuscripts and
inted books in the Parker House. In the course of the next fifty years, Paul staged
‘more than cighty exhibitions on Slavic and Orthodox themes for churches, educa-
tional, and fraternal insttutions. Many of these exhibitions were accompanied by a




printed checklist of the displays. Much of Paul’s income was spent on purchasing
books and objets d"art and on their display and storage.

By World War I, his collection had grown so large that the call o service in the
United States Navy and the absence of adequate storage forced him to sell his
entire library o the New York book dealer, H. P. Kraus. Kraus and his Russian
specialist, S. P. Bolan, listed Paul’s books in two catalogues of 1944/1945. One of
the catalogues was even introduced by the great Slavist, Roman O. Jakobson,
although the books were never described as having been owned by Fekula. After
the conclusion of the war and service in the Aleutian Islands, Paul successfully
repurchased some of his books from Kraus. At th is death, Paul’s library
still contained some old steamer trunks with Kraus labels. Tn addition to these
purchases (or re-purchases) from Kraus, Fekula began to build his library with
books from other dealers such as Tsrael Perlstein, George Sabo, Alexander
Schacffer, as well as directly from his correspondents in the Soviet Union. By
1960, his collection had grown so large that he was forced to move it to several
large stacks on the fourth floor of St. Mary’s library at the General Theological
Seminary, an old and established seminary under the jurisdiction of the Episcopal
Church in the United States. Shortly after this, many of Paul’s icons and objets
dart were moved into a specially constructed *Orthodox” room in the Interchurch
Center on Riverside Drive in upper Manhattan. Fekula's books remained at the
Interchurch Center and the St. Mark’s library unil his death.

‘This, in fine, is the genealogy of the Fekula collection and the books we have
before us today. But what were the larger political and economic circumstances
which brought these books to America? World War I and the political revolutions
in eastern library and . The
holdings of estates, monastic institutions, and state institutions were nationalized
and their materials were incorporated into the collections of the new national
libraries or given over to the national export agencies to be sold abroad for forcign
currency. In the case of the Soviet Union, the export agency was called the
Antiquarian Section of Mezhdunarodnaia a Kniga. ls st head was the dist-

tem
them Frank Golder (Hoover Institution), l.\ml Perlstein (New York), Archibald
Cary Coolidge (Harvard), Percy Muir (London), Victor Hammer (New York), and
my own predecessor Avrahm Yarmolinsky, travelled to the Soviet Union in order
1o slect mateialsfor their stors andlbrariesdiecly from e shelves of FSovie
it

m B

whmh found their way to Western markets were primarily mhgmus legal, and

the ancien

régime—that is, the church, the army, and the imperial cstablishment. Paul
uch books,




by the Soviets was admired by hlm and the church that they reviled was for hima.
the i d acsthetic ideals
created over a lifetime was a precious trust whnh e guarded unti i unexpested
death. His only hope s book treasur
homeland from which they had bcx:n xa.kzn Now it has fnllcn to you and the
curators of this library 1o further guard the legacy symbolized by these books.
Were he alive today, Paul would, quite frankly, be distressed by this turn of
events. When the ial version of Professor Struminskyj’s catalogue was
published, Fekula proscribed the use of the term “Ukrainian" in its title and
insisted that the technically correct term “Old Cyrillic” be used instead to describe
the books listed in this catalogue. How wonderfully ironic that the Chair of
Ukrainian Studies Foundation has shown such great solicitude not only for this
important porton of the Fekula Collection, but that another Toronto supporter,
Peter Jacyk, has thousands of dollars
tion relating to the Galician homeland of Fekula's ancestors. In the spirit of
religious reconciliation that these books represeat, let me close by dedicating this

po
ic of the outstanding bibliophiles of our time: 1o the servant of God, Paul,
surnamed Fekula, and 1o his Galician ancestors.

E. KASINEC, Chicf
Slavonic Division

New York Public Library
Friday, § October 1984



NOTE TO THE USER

HE following bibliographic descriptions are based on an eatlicr publica

tion: Kievan, Galician, Volhynian, and Transcarpathian Old Cyrillic

Printed Books ronhe Collections of Pau M. Fekula (New York, 1981,
by Edward Kasinec and
contains data on old books printed on U'kxalman lands that were held in the Fekula
collection.

Half of the items in this catalogue were printed in Volhynian and Galician
princing houses and are hibliographic rarities. Both in size and in the diversity of
printing houses represented, the University of Toronto's Millennium Ukrainian
Collection compares favorably with the holdings of other greal western reposi-

Infact, some of the inbibli

(No. 15 and perhaps Nos. 20 and 21), while others, such as the Kurzbeck
BIKBAPH  (1770; No. 14), are unusually rare

Following the lead of the Reverend Antin Petrushevych (1821-1913), Ivan
Pan'kevyeh (1887-1958). and such contemporuy Russian seholars s 1. V.

The
murgvrmlm in old printed books set each specific copy apart from all the other
copies of the same title and give important evidence as to the previous owners.
cost, and migrations of the volume. The marginalia in Toronto's Millennium
Ukrainian Collection give wonderful testimony 1o these migrations from the
Ukraine through Yugoslavia and Bulgaria and eventually to North Amcrica, As
even a cursory reading of this catalogue will show, the texts described are refle
tive of the essentially religious repertory of the OId Cyrillic book of the sixtecnth
through cighteenth centuries.

“The entries in this catalogue are arganized s follows: (1) essentials of thetile in
h {anding

the copy
in question, its relation to other items in this catalogue, previous editions (if
indicated in the title), and so forth; (3) marginalia in various unww (uu!:w(zd

lgarian, G—German, H—Hungarian, L— Latin, P—
Serbian, S1— Stavonié) and
> 10 select bibliographical

in an English translation; (4) abbreviated referens
iterature listed in full at the end of the catalogue.
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1. THE BOOK ON THE PRIESTHOOD (L'
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Teamabaion (o-o] mm santna-

somrta,

614).

Our Father among the Saincs, John
con

Harginalia

(ritiepago; ®) Mow. Avsencko(ro)
c. ciea
Mo, SnnencKouS C. To3un moxnvena

(mote: Furthor pages ) GAA
Kinra ecrs 3 BneafoTenn M. vnd
Gharo Sacnon Renmars 1758 ano
Tloamne:

18 Neron Moowonii musnatounf avsn-
MANADNTA ASEeHENNT NAADFO
Ko ere o, Haredizars,

sToun. pONY 73 7 T Malra
Conrason X atra.

(Engraving o St. John chryaoston,
L) | Quan Bone ! Chrizostome cur
Verba tua melliflu resonant nig-
ris Litreris

belongs to the Monastery of tha
Hoty Sovior at Dubng. tvelngnia).

Lant to the oly Trinity Monas-
tery at Viinius [in Lithuanta).

this book is from the Library of
the M{onastery) of the order of
the Great. Checked out

se. past
in 1758

7, Poter Procopius Khnelevsky,

o1y and God-beacing Fathors
n 1650, Septonber

Oh, hov good | Chrysostom, why do
uaur melliflvous words sesound in
black letters |

(Back cover ; shelf mark) 1758 xxx
66 38 &6
Bz 58//2
Naks. 8//12

k. 82-83//2



2 THE EYANGELIUM (L

1644).
sgarenion ey sivoste

The pvangeliua or Gospel of the

She birch of christ

he farst adition
tle-pae.

peared in 1636, ax shown in the engravig o the ti-

ez 183,77
Maxs. 24//17

2. The Evaneliam (L', 1644).



3. THE MOST VENERABLE AKATHISTS (Univ, 160).

Mpecnasnous

nTCTHbIN AKARICTLI .
i

The Host venerable Akathists for
our Sweatest Lord, Jesus Christ,
£ God

Marginalia

(ded leat at. che besinming 15)
e

u.mum T nera § et 5 §
(504 ) 0za roewnn anranons wn-
Hanog CawTens wia nruena

M Casasa

(dea 1eat a cho dac

)
Ao o et

FUR BAISHOB

Has .

. Wilisov
e Akachiat of the oly Nonas-
tery of Athos brousht in by Jous-
aph, the (umwoxchy] weazer of his
hait, in the year 7171 [1663)

£, che sinful doacon ticanor, ser-
vant of Father Hegune
The Minor Liturgy

H. Subie, novice of the monastery
at Rakovac (near Novi Sad], 1

Milan Vidukov

630//5
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| <& éry M Tawa i ACCEHIA
) mgﬂsommro M3 s,“fann e ]
Bim:

3. The Most Venerable Akathists (Univ, 1660)



4. THE LITURGIARIUM (L'iv, 1691).

“AGITSPrIAPIONS cn ccra cabweswWs  The Licurgiarius, or Service Kook
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Copy Jecking 52 deaves at he besinning and 13 at the end. Falsoly dden-
lea"on o abten teat ot the sock ana 1583 Vilnivs iprinte

Harginalia
(159 ; i) Bogdan vanko [3anos 2]
@.52)  valasz wtraly

(1.57 ) apsa) Jaos ... 1901

(567106 5 ko) Cin s (- £his ook peloned to ot fobian
Hanemana 7o Eor A Yoana 1902 in 1902, samuary 24
Fosa Tanyapa 26/

(1,124 5 ) Gergely

(L.127-131 ; R-Rs) V- Mewo-ysww=  The First of the alumi of the

ey eiyroTome o [Ushhorod] Cantors and Teachers
o=y wans repmst oo 1645 Seminary to vork was Tvanchiv ca.

. oM, ASFETIO0AM, OHOTD 1845, then George Shcehura ca.1856

ok, Toooris (roryrar s ore 1853 and Filas Aedvia fron 159 co 1974,

0 1674 Tnia Medvigy Cu 1o otue- ©h his departure to Rakoshun

CTeiov. 20 Patowama 370 CTeuonwi  [near Nukachovo in Transcarpathia)

Sannn P, Horau his position was taken by Nichacl

hemesh.

(.13 1859

(1138 5 B Bacwnin Nae Basil pap

(.142)  Gspow N Francia papp

(1123 + W) Ferencs vapp

a1 wone) e e A movamsr e bis

1o oara ared in 1881, on June 20, and it

ey omanmenn 1551 Ty 3008 Eravelled in reverse, that is,

I GBopans ana orgk Ors Jarass  Fremseee 6o sose. asteomcmees ro-

star hat boon unknown in astronomy.
288340 O ACTROUOMLM A Cixe PO



(z.151) 1874
(1361 ; R) PRo Bepey

(1.161-170 ) ApsA) Jhnos
ferenczkaha Z4jsav hadd 1856 Mar-
caijus. 12 Avisav 190 Apri-
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1516na dnfa Cepterbra 1ha Szannav
pusev Papp Forencz Palku 1916ha
ania 6

(1170 ; W) Tintezky Gybray
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(L.183 ) Bokacs Janos 1901 had
(L.187 ; H) Memes Liszlo

(anunbored leaf next to 227 )
Irta papp Ference

1.1 of the new pagination )
seivigy Eiises 885 110601
(113 ) Meaves Tilés

(2. 20) Tvancso

Francis Rishko

1, John Apshaj, son of John, Fran-
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writeen by Francis Papp

vBz 320// 19
Maks.47//42



4. The Linrgiarium (L'viv, 1691).



5. THE READINGS FROM THE ACTS (L'viv, 1706).

19 VOACTAN BGETO ISTa The Feadings £ron the Acts and
Epistles and from the Gospels for
ne Sundays of the whole year [
088 Poxs ExiA, a ¥ 5. Printed through the offorts of
o i rmition

of the
the printshop in Liv A.D.
Harginalia

(Front cover ; Re) MimcTaoony (0= To the Gracious Lord

A A
Fan.  (shelr mark] Wast. (=uthenian)

(ricie-page) 15

(5. 61 and last leat) A1
(Back cover 7 G) Foss!
Russisches Andqtnrn( Antiquarian Russian Bookstore

Haks. 68//6
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5. The Readings from the Acts (L'vi, 1706).



6. THE LITURGIARLUM (L'Viv, 1712),
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Agath:

Tord, remenber the souls of the de-
pasted infants, John and Catherine.

pek. 217
PRz 427//1%

Maks.

7221

6. The Linurgiarium (L'vv. 1712)



7. THE PSALTER (L'viv, 1715).

Sl Eiaiars o o G bk
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7. The Psalier (Liv, 1715)




8. THE NEW TESTAMENT (Kiev, 1727).
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8. The New Testanent (Kiev. 1727).



9. THE NEW TESTAMENT (Kiev, 1732).
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9. The New Testament (Kicv, 1732)



10, THE SERVICE BOOK (Kiev, 1736)
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11, The Euchologtum (Pochsiv, 1744
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12, The Holy Gospel (Kiev, 1746)



13, THE HOLY GosPEL (Kiev, 1759).
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18, The Primer (Vieana, 1770)
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15. The Book of Canons (Pochuly, 1776).
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19. PAROCHIAL SERMONS (Pochai, 1794).
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20. A PRAYER BOOK (Kiev, 1722-17570).
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21, The Gospels (Pochaty, 1735-1758").
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