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FOREWORD 
 

This resource list of Kashubian art, history, language, literature, music and 

social customs is published on the occasion of a lecture (Title : Kashubs in 

Canada) by Shirley Mask Connolly on Thursday, March 23, 2006 at the Uni-

versity of Toronto – co-sponsored by the University of Toronto Libraries and 

the Canadian Polish Research Institute. Most of these titles may be found at 

the University of Toronto Libraries or in the University Library in Warsaw 

(Biblioteka Uniwersytecka w Warszawie). The authors regret all errors and 

omissions and consider this a work in progress. Further research will un-

cover many other resources, especially from the periodical literature. Our 

journey of discovery of the fascinating culture of the Kashubian people is 

just beginning. 

Maria Budziakowska 

Joyce Chyrski 

March 1, 2006 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
 
Maria Budziakowska, M.L., PH.D. was born and educated in Warsaw, Poland 

(University of Warsaw and Silesian University). She worked for 10 years in the Pol-

ish Academy of Science, before coming to Canada in 1981. Since February 1982, 

she has been working in the Robarts Library, University of Toronto, in various de-

partments. For the past 10 years she has been a cataloguer of English and Polish 

books, and since 2000 she has been a secretary to the Canadian Polish Research 

Institute in Toronto. She enjoys vacationing in Renfrew County. 

 
Joyce Chyrski, B.A., B.L.S., M.L.S. has been a Librarian at the University of Toronto 

Library since September 1970. She is a book selector for the physical sciences and 

technology, including chemistry, engineering, geology, mathematics and physics. 

She has a retirement property near Rockingham, Ontario and is a Sponsor Member 

of the Wilno Heritage Society. 



 

iv 

INTRODUCTION 
 

North of Bancroft, between Combermere and Barry’s Bay, Ontario, is an 

area called KASZUBY, exactly the same name as the northeast region of Po-

land. European immigrants from this area were recruited to build roads and 

establish themselves in Canada in the middle of the 19th century. The pro-

spectus published in 1858 promised: 

 

“One Hundred Acres will be given free to any settler, 18 

years of age, who shall take possession of the Lot within 

one month from the date of his application, erect on it a 

house, 18 by 20 feet, put in a state of cultivation at least 

12 acres in the course of four years, and live on the Lot 

during that period”. (T.P. French, Crown Land Agent, 1857) 

 

At that time the northeastern part of Pomerania (Poland) was under the 

control of Prussia. People were denied civil and religious freedom, forbidden 

to speak their language and conscripted into the German army. Therefore, 

many of them decided to leave the country through Bremen and Hamburg 

and came to Quebec. From there they travelled by train and boat (on the 

Ottawa River) to Renfrew County. The first Kashub was registered in this 

area on September 2, 1859. In 1860, thirty-five families of Polish settlers 

came to Hagarty Township where they accepted the backbreaking labour. 

The land was inhospitable to agriculture – thin soil and full of stones. Sum-

mers were hot, insect outbreaks were a challenge, and winters were long 

and very cold. In 1872 the next wave of 300 Kashubs came to Canada. The 

period between 1859 and 1880 was the beginning of the Polish settlements 

in Ontario. They didn’t know the English language, and they had neither 

church nor school. They started organizing their communities, they survived 

and succeeded, and maintained their culture, faith, traditions, customs, 

music and Kashubian language. 
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