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COVERAGE  The history of anti-Semitism in Germany long predates the Nazi rise to 
power. German-Jewish periodicals published during the century prior to World War II 
provide an intimate picture of the life and society of German Jews: their commerce, 
literature, community organizations, hopes and aspirations, the vicissitudes of their daily 
lives and their treatment by the gentile world around them. These periodicals cover 
Jewish communities in many centres of German-speaking Europe from Berlin, Hamburg 
and Frankfurt to Vienna and Prague, and provide a vivid picture of the diverse aspects of 
German-Jewish cultural life. It includes contributions by such well known figures as 
Martin Buber,André Gide, Franz Rosenzweig, Walter Benjamin, Arthur Koestler, and 
William Bullitt. 
 
The collection is divided into three parts. Part I comprises 52 titles, including a complete 
run of the only 18th century journal, Der Juda (1768-1772), published in Leipzig. 
Journals like Der Jugend-bund and K.C. Blätter, were published by fraternal 
organizations and youth groups, and were political in nature. Selbstwehr and Die 
Wahrbeit were Zionist-oriented. These periodicals reflect the spectrum of Jewish 
religious thought from Orthodox to Reform Judaism. Periodicals like Die 
Menschenrechte (1926-1932), from the German League of Human Rights, focused on 
Jews as well as other disfranchised minorities; and Jüdischer Frauenbund (1924-1938), 
was devoted to German-Jewish working women. 
 
Part II comprises 26 titles, including complete run of the rare Sulamith: Eine Zeitschrift 
zur Beförderung der Kulfur und Humanität unter der judischen Nation (1806-1837, 1845-
1848), from Leipzig and Dessau. This collection includes a periodical issued from outside 
the German-speaking countries which survived until 1940, and Das Neue Tage-buch 
(1933-1940), from Amsterdam and Paris, which contained excerpts from Freud's Moses 
and Monotheism and contributions from many other noted writers. 
 
The Journal Mitteilungen des Gesamtarchivs der deutschen Juden (1908-1914, 1926) 
addressed the legal status of German Jews in earlier years. Topics covered include: taxes 
levied on Jews; general inventories of Jewish communities; and records of legal 
documents from the Middle Ages. Der Jude and Periodische Blätler für Religion und 
Gewissenfreineit (1832, 1833), raised the issue of Jewish emancipation from the ghettos. 
Das Abendland of Prague (1864-1969) included a eulogy of Abraham Lincoln, while Die 
Jüdische Frau (1925-1927) covered topics of interest to women. 
 
Part III includes 56 titles, twenty issued in Berlin, including the earliest Zeitschrift für die 
Wissenschaft des Judenthums, 1822-1823. Six titles are from Vienna and three each from 
Frankfurt am Main, Leipzig, and Prague. Included are all 42 numbers of Ontario 
Chronicle, which documented the story of the small refugee group, settled at Fort Ontario, 
Oswego, N.Y., during World War II. 
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